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Welcome to the Summer edition of the Windmill Hill News!

Thanks to everyone who has sent in information, as it wouldn't happen without you.
It never ceases to amaze me how much is going on in Windmill Hill. Very soon a transformed Norton Priory will be re-opened with a special launch event on the 13th and
14th August. Before then is the Windmill Hill Memorial Day event on the 30th July, with
loads for children to do between 2-7pm at the Pub. The BIG WEEK starts 7th August with ‘All Creatures
Great and Small’ at St Berts with lots to do throughout the week. If that wasn't enough Parkrun has already started in Phoenix Park—every Saturday at 9am. All free for residents! And who knew Windmill Hill
has a time capsule?
Iain Hunter, Chair of the Windmill Hill Big Local Partnership

Help Support Big Local!
Big Local is fundamentally about local people
getting involved to make life better for themselves, their neighbours and their community.
If you are interested in helping Big Local in any
way please get in touch. By volunteering you are
helping make positive change in your community.
We need help to design and pull together the
newsletter. We would love to help Windmill Hill
Primary School begin a ‘Friends of Windmill Hill’
group to help run fun activities for the children.
‘Street Champions’- could be our eyes and ears of
the community sharing ideas and information
about how Big Local could help make Windmill Hill
a better place to live. If you want to support the
Partnership, apply for a small grant or have an
idea it would be great to hear from you.

Windmill Hill Dragons Under 15's have
shown tremendous commitment and determination this season by working hard
as a team to win the league yet again. On
behalf of myself and other members of
the management and coaching staff we
would like to congratulate all members of
the team and let them know how proud
we are of their accomplishments not only
for this season but over the years.
Well done Dragons!!

And starting this season is a new Windmill Hill JFC
under 11s team! Interested? Contact Iain Hunter
(Manager) through the Facebook page

Windmill Hill Big Local is a once in a lifetime opportunity for us to make a real difference to
our local area. Windmill Hill has been given a minimum of £1m to spend over at least 10 years so this is no ‘quick fix’ but long term investment. However, it is up to us - the local
residents to decide how best to invest this money to make long lasting change that benefits
everyone. Interested in helping us? Please get in touch!
To apply for a Small Grant (<£500), Volunteer or find out more
about Big Local contact Dan Ellis at Groundwork on
07881 335729 / 01606 723160 or dan.ellis@groundwork.org.uk or
find me at Windmill Hill Children’s Center most Mondays.
@WindyBigLocal

Windmill Hill Big Local
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NEWS...NEWS...NEWS...NEWS...NEWS...NEWS...NEWS...NEWS...NEWS...NEWS...NEWS...

Monastery to Museum 900 - July 2016
Norton Priory

The new museum is nearly complete!
We had planned to open on the 1st August but now open on the 6th. We are delighted with the new
build – it looks fantastic, particularly now as the exhibition spaces are progressing well and the display
cases are starting to be installed ready for the objects. Overall there will be more than four times the
number of objects on display than there were previously and recent research has shed new light on many
of them.
One of the highlights of the new exhibition will be the story of Geoffrey de Dutton a crusader knight who
appears to have been murdered in the 13th century. The Welcome Trust funded display will show how
osteoarchaeologists discovered how he died as well as a facial reconstruction demonstrating how he
looked in life.
As well as the exhibits detailing the medieval monastery, the displays
also interpret Norton’s later story as a great house. All 900 years of history will also be celebrated for our special launch event on the 13th
and 14th August when the museum and ruins will be taken over by re
-enactors of all the periods from the Norman invasion to the First
World War. There will also be special activities celebrating Windmill
Hill’s Big Local project and the new children’s play area it has funded.
As always, admission will be free for Windmill Hill residents – we
can’t wait to welcome you into the new museum in August!
3

STEERING YOUNG PEOPLE TO SUCCESS
We would all agree that helping youngsters to grow
and develop into confident, well-rounded people is
vitally important. However, many young people today face daily struggles that affect their health and
well-being. Sometimes these prevent them from
achieving in education and life as they may suffer
with anxiety, or lack confidence and self-esteem. So
developing resilience in young people is critical to
enable them to achieve the best possible outcomes
regardless of the difficulties they may face.
So, the more opportunities we can offer teenagers
for learning coping skills, and the more support and
encouragement we can provide, the more chance
there is of them developing into capable and confident young people.
The Canal Boat Adventure Project, a social inclusion charity that works with young people from 1119 years of age. It has recently received major funding from the Big Lottery for a new project working
within Windmill Hill, Castlefields and Grangeway in
Bingo!!!
Runcorn. The project is formally being launched on
1 July 2016, and will start to work with young people
in the three areas from September.

The aim is to work closely with young people,
their families and their teachers and schools
to enable them to overcome any difficulties in
their lives which are having an impact on their
behaviour and emotions. These young people
will have access to tailored support on a
range of topics, activities and 1-2-1 sessions,
including work placements and volunteering
opportunities, to help them adopt strategies to
overcome any barriers they might be facing.
The aim is to support successful coping or
‘bouncing back’; so that our young people are
better able to face of any kind of disadvantage or adversity.
It will also be important to work collaboratively
with other agencies and local communities to
ensure that young people have access to a
full range of activities and initiatives that will
have a positive impact on their health and
well-being. Obviously the Big Local programme in Windmill Hill is already fully committed to doing its best to help children and
young people in the area. In the coming
months the Canal Boat Adventure Project
would like to explore how best it can work
alongside Big Local to make sure young people in indmill Hill can thrive in their lives.
If you would like further information please
contact the project team, which is Gill Bond
and Julie McIntyre, on 01928 718100; or by
email at: info@canalboatadventureproject.org
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Back In Time …...
In 1994 the area around the play centre was an
overgrown dangerous area children could run
from the centre straight onto the road and there
was a number of near accidents. So the Residents
Association in partnership with L.H.T. and their
communities fund decided to do something about
it. We consulted with the town park rangers and
other people and drew up a plan. With the aid of
volunteers from the estate we transformed the
area fencing it and putting in pathways and
turfing. We also had help from school children
from both schools. When the project was near
completion we decided to put a time capsule filled
with items from the children of both the schools
which was buried in the middle of the park area.
This was done in September 1995, we would like
your opinion on whether we should lift this capsule
and would like to hear from people who were involved at the time and any of the children who are
of course adults now.
Many thanks
Jimmy Crombie

A BIG THANK YOU
to O2 for printing
this newsletter
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Did you know?
The nearest Urgent Care Centre for Windmill Hill residents is the Runcorn Urgent Care Centre based at Halton General Hospital, Hospital Way, Runcorn, WA7
2DA, which is open from 7am -10pm 7 days a week
365 days a year!

What is the Runcorn Urgent Care Centre?
It is a new walk in service at Halton Hospital for patients who
have a minor injury, illness or
condition that requires urgent
attention but is not critical or life
threatening. The Runcorn Urgent
Care Centre is run by a team of
highly skilled doctors and nurses, all of whom are experienced at diagnosing and treating minor injuries or
illnesses. The service provides expert urgent care
treatment with no appointment, expert diagnostics
including on-site x-ray. Specialist staff to treat children for minor illness and injuries and free onsite
parking.
How will I be cared for in the Runcorn Urgent Care
Centre?
When you attend the Runcorn Urgent Care Centre
you will be assessed by a clinician who will assess
your health needs and decide where you will be treated. If your health condition is not considered life
threatening or critical you will be treated at the centre

that is required before being discharged home.
You may be referred for further treatment or tests,
but this will be discussed with you during your visit. If
you are unsure of any aspect of your care you can
speak to a member of staff.
Will I have follow up treatment?
The Runcorn Urgent Care Centre does not provide follow up appointments unless it is deemed necessary
and, in most cases will not refer patients to other hospital services unless it is a necessary part of the additional treatment required as part of your treatment
whilst at the Runcorn Urgent Care Centre, for example
the fracture clinic . Day to day disease management
and new condition management, which is not urgent,
still lies with your GP practice.
Will the Runcorn Urgent Care Centre inform my GP
about my treatment?
Yes, Information about your treatment will be sent to
your GP, if you have one, so that your health records
are kept up to date.
Test Results
Investigations or tests are only requested if they are
clinically necessary.
Can I bring someone with me to the centre?
Yes, you are welcome to bring someone with you for
the consultation or treatment. Sometimes staff may
also request you have someone present.

If you are treated at the centre you will be prescribed
any necessary medication and provided with information about your condition and any further care
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@ St Berts
Once a month residents have been popping down to St
Berts to enjoy a lovely hot meal, delicious home made
cakes (really, really delicious) and to try their hand at a
new art and craft activity. Local experts have been showing residents how to paint on silk, block paint onto canvas bags, make easter bags out of felt and even learn
how to crochet (with some being more successful than
others!)
All sessions are free, fun and friendly.
The next session is on July 21st from 12
noon and you will be very welcome.

Block Painting on canvas bags

Crochet!

Silk screen painting
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Do you have an idea that could improve the health and wellbeing of
your community? Would an award of £500 help you to get started?


Want to build real world experience
and skills?



Make your CV stand above the rest.



Do you have an idea for a project?



Are you passionate about making
change and improving your area?



Do you want to challenge yourself
to do something good for others?



Would you like to develop your
leadership, management,
business and entrepreneur skills?

It’s not work
when it’s what
you live for
I have found my focus

Apply for a Cash reward of £500
“This project has let me grow as a person and now I want to keep going and develop my ideas”.
For an application form and the support to set up a social project in your Community.
Contact Tom Dillon for further information
t.dillon@wellbeingenterprises.org.uk 01928

589 799

www.wellbeingenterprises.org.uk

Windmill Hill Digital Project
In partnership with LHT, Big Local and O2 we asked residents of
Windmill Hill if and how they accessed the internet. We were able to
provide training for people who would like to learn more about getting online and the benefits it can offer, we also promoted support
available for job seekers without internet access at home.
For more information contact Jane Smith on 0151 708 2410.
For taking the time to complete the survey we offered a
prize draw of £100 vouchers. And the winner is………
Congratulations to Susan Currie of Westwood.
Happy spending Susan!
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Citizens Advice Outreach Service
Do you need help with your finances?
Would you like to find a better deal on your bills?
Is your weekly shop costing you too much?

“I saved over £100
switching energy
supplier!”

Does the thought of Universal Credit fill you with

“Gemelle has really helped
me understand my bills and
how to prioritise.”

Drop in Sessions at
Windmill Hill
Children’s Centre
Tuesday 12.00 - 3.00pm
Thursday 12.00 - 3.00pm

For more information contact:
Gemelle on 07508 978 380
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For further details about either
ELLA performance group
or
ELLA parent/carers group contact

Mal Hampson on
01928 576566
ELLA (exclusion limits life's achievements) Performance Group
Our next performance at the Brindley is on the 18th and 19th February 2017, we perform Saturday evening, Sunday Matinee and Sunday evening, tickets will be on sale at the Brindley Box
office from July 1st.
This all inclusive performance group have been performing at the Brindley for the last 6 years, all
of our shows are a complete sell out and every show we have standing ovations.
ELLA after receiving the clapperboard award in Liverpool for the best film and

All of our performers have different needs and abilities, but are all outstanding singers,
dancers
est actress!
and actors, the age range is from 4yrs to 60 at present we have 75 members with a waiting list.
ELLA will be performing at the Disability Awareness Day, opening on Sat 2nd July at Warrington
town centre then on Sunday 10th at the Arts Marque at Walton Hall Gardens in Warrington.
We also have a carers group that meets on a Monday night 7pm till 9pm at Castelfields Centre ,
we do tap, sing and act, we will be performing on the Brindley with some of the cast members
from ELLA on October 23rd 2016 tickets are on sale now, this is a fundraising event for ELLA, all
are welcome

What’s going on near you? Get your event, club or activity noticed.
Have an idea for the newsletter? Fancy helping out?
Please contact us ...we need your help!
Contact Dan.ellis@groundwork.org.uk
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I never knew it then
When we were very young
That we would one day
Have a rewarding Role
Yes its hard at times
And life can be so cruel
The ups and Downs of caring
Can really take its toll
You fight along the way
A battle that must be won
Justice for our Cared for
Our priority number one

CORNER

POETS

Rewarding Role as a carer

Would we have it any other way
I don’t think we would
They come on leaps and bounds
We see them achieve so much
We are proud Parents of our Daughter
We only see her abilities
She has done us proud
So how could this not be
A very rewarding Role
Ingrid McClure

The Tea Dance

A tea dance was held at the church in June
It was all set to start at 12 noon
Tea in lovely teapots, cups and saucers too
All served up by Carole and her crew
With a lovely meal and cakes, what a treat
Then the dancers got up on their feet
I haven’t done a barn dance, since I was at
school
So I didn’t want to end up feeling a fool
But the dancers showed us how it was done
Then we all got up for a practice run
A good time was had that day by all
At the tea dance at St Berts Church Hall
Margaret Hicks
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'I will soon have been officially in
post as the vicar of St. Berts for 6
months, and, though it might
sound like a cliche, time feels like it
has flown. Of course, I mean this in
the best possible way! So far I have
spent the majority of my time
getting to know the family of the
church then beyond that into St
Bert's school - all of which has been
a joy. What is apparent is that as
myself and the church council have
spent time reflecting on who we
are and what we're doing it has
become more obvious that two key areas of development have emerged for
the future. Jesus talked about loving God and loving our neighbours as ourselves and this about sums up where we're at. We are seeking to deepen
our relationship, individually and collectively as a church, with God whilst
also looking outside of the church in order to seek to love and serve our
community in the best way we can after the example of Jesus. So, if you can
suggest some way that we can better serve you and the community then let
us know. I look forward to hearing from you and seeing where God might
already be a work!
Blessings,
Steve.'

Big Local & St Bert’s Lunch Club 2016

Thursday July 21st
Thursday August 25 th
Thursday September 22 nd
Thursday October 20 th

All meals 12- 1pm followed by
Social / craft activity 1-3pm.

ALL FREE! :-)
Booking ESSENTIAL to avoid disappointment!
Please note—no crèche facilities are available
Call Dan: 01606 723160 or 07881 335729
Jane: 07881857965
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WORKING FUTURES
Power In Partnership are delivering a new employment and training initiative entitled “Working Futures” from Priory View House.
The initiative is funded by European Social Fund and Big Local
funding and targets local unemployed people aged 16-29. There
are two separate courses delivered over two weeks for those
who are ‘job ready’ and 12 weeks for those who need a little
more help.

PIP have also been delivering healthy lifestyles, sewing and
crafts, cooking on a budget and other workshops for local young
people from Priory View.

We believe that all young people have the potential to develop
their own skills and talents given encouragement and a learning
environment that helps them to study in a non-traditional, community based setting rather than using an academic class based
approach.

We believe our learning model provides students with a flexible
and laid back approach that is tailored to their individual needs.
We treat these young people as valuable members of society
with skills to offer.

For more information please contact Sharon Thornton, project co-ordinator on 07703 963755 email sharon-communities@hotmail.com

Learners and staff helping
with the centre makeover.

Learners were tasked with buying
ingredients on a budget and preparing a
healthy meal. They also learnt about
food safety and hygiene.
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Parkrun
Volunteers needed for the new weekly parkrun event in
Phoenix Park, Runcorn.
What is parkrun?
It is a 5km run - it's you against the clock.
When is it?
Every Saturday at 9:00am.
Where is it?
The event takes place in local parks throughout, this is
an International initiative we are looking to bring to
Phoenix Park, Runcorn.

What does it cost to join in?
Nothing - it's free! but please register before your first
run. Only ever register with parkrun once. Don't forget to bring a printed copy of your barcode (request a
reminder). If you forget it, you won't get a time.
How fast do I have to be?
We all run for our own enjoyment. Please come along
and join in whatever your pace!
Phoenix parkrun needs you!
It is entirely organised by volunteers!
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Free 15 hours of childcare for 2 year olds.
Do you have a child who will be turning 2 years old very soon? Then you may be entitled to 15 hours of free
childcare and early learning in a local pre-school nursery and eligible Childminders.
Local parent’s comments: “the two year old funding has helped me so much as I am a sole parent and finding it
hard making ends meet. With this funding my son goes to nursery he loves and has come on so much, thank
you”, “I think it’s good for your children to go to school and play with different children”
To qualify your family needs receives one or more of the following elements:


Income support



Income-based Jobseeker’s Allowance (JSA)



Income-related Employment and Support Allowance (ESA)



Support through part 6 of the Immigration and Asylum Act



The guaranteed element of State Pension Credit



Child Tax Credit (but not Working Tax Credit) and have an annual income not exceeding £16,190



The Working Tax Credit 4-week run on (the payment you get when you stop qualifying for Working Tax
Credit)



A child who is in receipt of a qualifying benefit in their own right is also entitled to Free School Meals

•

If a child has left care through special guardianship or through an adoption or residence

•

If the family receives Child Tax Credit OR Working Tax Credit and have an annual income not exceeding
£16,190.



Universal Credit (currently with no threshold).
If you want more information just call into Windmill Hill Children’s Centre and we can help you
complete a very simple form or contact Belinda Yen on 0151 511 7395.
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