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WINDMILL HILL NEWS

 BIG LOCAL WELCOME

If you want to contribute to any future editions 
please get in touch! We are happy to promote local 
events, businesses and celebrate the achievements 
of  local talent:  news@WindmillHill.online

In this Summer Issue we are going 
to be looking a lot at what we have 
done this past year and what we 
have planned. In June we held our 
first Open Meeting, which was fabu-
lous and we thank all who attended 
for the support. We answered a 
few questions asked by residents 
and managed to show what we had 
been doing over the year. 

Clare has been a Big Local Rep since the start of the programme in 2012. She has 
4 Big Local areas, is a Big Local plan assessor, was a social investment Rep and 
currently facilitated learning clusters for Local Trust. She has previously worked 
in regional and national roles, been an advisor to Government around regenera-
tion programmes and local government improvement. Clare has set up and run 
a number of regeneration programmes, national pilots and charitable businesses. 

To apply for a Small Grant of up to £500 
or to find out more about the Big Local, 
contact Dan Ellis at Groundwork on: 

07881 335729 / (01606) 723160

dan.ellis@Groundwork.org.uk

• £15k grant to create a natural play area.
• Free access for Windmill Hill families.
• Complements redevelopment of Norton Priory.
• Stimulates imaginative and creative play. 
• Norton Priory support Big Local events with low 

cost family friendly activities, e.g. wreath making, 

Norton Priory Natural Play Area
Big Local Update

willow weaving etc.
• Big Local support helped them secure Arts Council funding for their Blue Room Project – arts and 

craft activities for people with learning difficulties.

• Residents with a passion for photography helped 
with a £500 Big Local Small grant.

• Group meet regularly for fun, friendship and 
photos! 

• Snappers created two Windmill Hill calendars 
and Big Local funding has enabled calendar to be 
printed and delivered to every house on the estate.

• Secured HBC Community Development Grant.

Windmill Snappers
Amateur Photography Group

We are also really pleased our BMX Pump track, the first in Halton, has been completed in time for the summer holidays. 
We have a lot of summer activities coming up, so please check out the summer events booklet, the Facebook page and 
our website:  •  Facebook: facebook.com/WindmillHillBigLocal  •  Website: WindmillHill.online  
We would like to say a big thank you to Anne Sherriff, who has supported the partnership for many years and been a joy 
to work alongside. Anne has moved onto another Big Local area. We’d also like to 
welcome Clare Babbs, we look forward to working with her. She’ll be here to support 
the newly appointed resident chair and the rest of the partnership from July.

https://www.facebook.com/WindmillHillBigLocal
http://windmillhill.online/
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BIG LOCAL UPDATE

• Resident commissioned to create a local news-
letter.

• Three produced each year and delivered to every 
house. 

• Improved communication part of Big Local plan.
• New logo created for Windmill Hill Big Local.
• Website with events programme using QR codes. 

• The Key Stage 2 Performance Tables were released in December 
2018 and Windmill Hill Primary School is ranked number 1 
(out of 82) for overall Performance and Progress in Halton! 
Well done staff and pupils!

• Big Local supports each year to deliver additional extracurric-
ular activities for its pupils. 

• September 2019 Big Local Community Awards
• Awards for local residents: Heart of Gold Award, 

Outstanding Achievement, Youth Award (Under 11 
& 11- 25) and Onward Housing Award.

• Designs and banners designed by Pixel Perfect, 
from Windmill Hill.

Big Local Update

Windmill Hill News

Windmill Hill Primary School

Windmill Hill Community Awards

BIG LOCAL UPDATE

• CHI aim to improve the health outcomes of resi-
dents by delivering a programme of creative and 
life-skills activities at Priory View House.

• CHI a key delivery partner for Big Local for commu-
nity activity on the estate.

• CHI a local CIC that Big Local supported to win the 
HBC Phoenix Park Café Tender.

• Use of Priory View and has increased massively 

• New community group dedicated to taking high quality photo-
graphs at very low cost for Windmill Hill families. Supported by 
Big Local grant funding.

• Have arranged fantastic events – the highlight Christmas 
Grotto photo shoot.

• Supported the Awards Ceremony 2018 and the Big 2 Weeks of 
summer activity.

• Secured external Bags of Help funding to support their group.

• Big Local & FOWH work closely together to support events for 
the School and wider community.

• FOWH manage raised beds at the Children’s Centre and deliver 
face painting at Big Local Community Fun Days.

• Commenced in July 2017 to consider current buildings & 
activity and develop a range of options for future development.

• Jointly funded by Big Local & Well Halton.
• Steering Group to oversee study established with local repre-

sentative & partners.
• Community Engagement & Consultation during the course of 

Creative Health Initiatives (CHI)

Pixel Perfect

Friends Of Windmill Hill (FOWH)

Hub Feasibility Study

the study with stakeholder feedback.
• Interim report March 2018 presented three options, fourth option agreed combining options.
• Outcome of the Study October/November 2018.
• Big Local Partnership agreed to progress development of St Berteline’s Church to create flexible 

community hall space and a café and estimated cost of £1.3 million.
• Big Local resident sessions focussing on the Church project held on 14th Jan & 8th Feb 2019.
• Big Local meeting held on 21st January 2019 gave majority support to the project.
• Big Local meeting held on 18th February 2019, agreed £10k funding to develop plans to the next 

stage and gave a commitment to £200k minimum contribution. Funding only available if match 
funding is obtained.

• Steering group for the Church project met on 29th March 2019,  agreed a tentative timeline for 
project delivery of October 2021.

• Funding opportunities being explored, hoping to pursue funding application to National Lottery 
Community Fund for land & buildings.

since CHI manage building. 
• CHI have supported new groups and individuals access funding and support. 

• Now in its third year, a monthly hot meal & craft 
activity is held at St Berts.

• For some it’s one of the few times they leave the 
house and meet others.

• Volunteers from St Berts serve food and wash up.
• New craft group on the estate is now running the 

activity sessions. 

Once a Month Club
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NEW BMX TRACK

The design of the track layout was the result of a lengthy consultation process, were the Windmill 
Hill Big Local Partnership reached out to young people for their input. 

NEW BMX TRACK

The new BMX track at Phoenix 
Park is finally here! The project 
started way back in 2016 when 
local resident Mike Shepherd 
first proposed the idea. 

Several years later, following 
a long consultation procedure 
and support from the Wind-
mill Hill Big Local and Halton 
Borough Council, the project 
finally came to fruition. 

In early June, the contractor laid 
the tarmac and took away the 
perimeter fencing, but there 
was still work to be completed. 
Work that required some better 
weather. Sure enough, after a 
small wait, they continued final-
ising the rest of the project. The 
contractors cultivated the soil 
for new grass seed and added 
signage to the track.

• Track open event to be 
arranged. 

• Track part of the Big Local 
Plan - £35k allocated.

• HBC secured additional 
Viridor Funding of £20k.

Windmill Hill Big Local Partnership with HBC 
have created the first BMX Pump Track in the 
Borough!

• HBC provided 3rd party match funding for Viridor with £1,981.
• Big Local consulted young people in the park.
• CHI took young people to a BMX track in Ellesmere Port to see 

what they liked / did not like about it.
• HBC commissioned as the Landscape Architect to design the 

track and apply for Planning Permission.
• CHI brought young people back together with Landscape Archi-

tect to influence design.
• Big Local and HBC contributing 50/50 to the maintenance costs.
• Area forum contributed £1,760.
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WINDMILL HILL DRAGONS FC

Parents and players helping to fundraise for the team

Your chance to Sponsor a renowned Junior Football Team!

Like most coaches in junior football, 
Iain’s also a parent of one of his players 
too. It’s what led him into coaching 
youth football in the first place. 

Starting off way back in 2005 was a 
little unorthodox for Iain though, as 
with most voluntary coaches, a lot of 
the administrative work such as: regis-
tering the team/players with a league 
and The FA, managing the finances, 
creating a constitution and other 
essential duties are carried out by the 
club itself, not by the individual team 
within a club. 

Unperterbed by this, Iain decided to 
set up an entirely new club and created 
a new team from children in the local 
area, including his own. Now, 14 years 
down the line, his own drive to help 
players be the best they can be, on and 
off the pitch has never wavered.  

By building a successful club from 
scratch, he’s not only helped to put 
Windmill Hill on the map, but most importantly provided a team for local young-
sters to participate in and indeed thrive. So well done to Iain and the rest of the 
Dragons for yet another trophy laden season!

Are you a local business looking to 
support a youth football team in the 
area? Windmill Hill Dragaons will 
be Under 14s next season and are 
currently on the lookout for a new kit 
sponsor. 

The team has sixteen players and one 
manager in total. If you’re interested 
please get in touch on: 
07944 832 878

The team train at Haddocks Wood playing fields and play their matches throughout the Liverpool City 
Region and Warrington. 

WINDMILL HILL DRAGONS FC

Local football club Windmill Hill Dragons have had an 
illustrious 14 year history, winning trophies throughout 
the North West. The 2018/2019 season was no excep-
tion, as the club racked up another league and cup 
double to add to their already jam-packed trophy 
cabinet. 

Windmill Hill Dragons founder and coach Iain Hunter 
is rightly proud of what all of the lads have achieved 
during his 14 year association with the club. 

Iain’s now on his second successful Dragons team, 
having seen his first crop of players mature and outgrow 
youth football, with some even going on to sign professional contracts at clubs like Blackpool and 
Crewe. 

The mere mention of the name Windmill Hill Dragons reverberates throughout the local leagues and 
rightly so, with so many Leagues, League Cups, District Cups and Summer League titles to their name, 
the opposition know that they’re in for a tough match.

When asked about his current Under 13s Merseyside & Halewood Premier League and Cup Cham-
pions, Iain said,

“The lads have worked so hard to get where they are now, they’ve listened and focused in training. 
They’ve took all of that in and used it on match days, grinding out results whenever neccessary 

Merseyside & Halewood Premier League & Cup 
Double Winners
Another Amazing Season for the Dragons!

and not getting too complacent 
when there’s little competition. 

Of course they’ll showboat at 
times and why not, they’re a 
really skillful bunch of lads, but 
they’ll never diverge from their 
primary focus, which is to play 
fair and win matches. 

You need that determination 
and the ability to see a game 
out to the end, to win anything 
in football.”
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LOCAL SCHOOLS

Labour MP Mike Amesbury was very impressed after visiting the children and staff at Windmill Hill
EAST Runcorn MP Mike Amesbury praised the hard work of teachers, parents and pupils following a 
visit to a school in his constituency.  The Weaver Vale MP and Shadow Employment Minister headed 
to Windmill Hill Primary School where he was given a tour by headteacher Paula Newman, spoke to 
staff and pupils and even got to see a singing performance from some of the kids.

Infant Music Festival
In May our KS1 children took part in the Infant 
Music Festival at The Heath.  The theme this 
year was ‘Caring for Our World’.  The songs 
focussed on helping the environment and the 
children dressed up as polar bears.

Judaism Workshop
We welcomed Jeremy to our school in May.  
Jeremy worked with the children and showed 
them artefacts from the Jewish faith and 
explained what they are used for.  He described 
all the different celebrations that Jews take 

LOCAL SCHOOLS

Summer Update

part in and what they mean. 
All the children were very polite and courteous to Jeremy who enjoyed his visit so much that he would 

for breakfast covered in a variety of fruit that they saw at the farm 
– it was delicious!

Good Bye
In July we say goodbye to two very important members of our 
team.  Mr Phil Binnington who has been our Site Manager for 
several years and Mr Tony Foy, our caretaker.  They have spent 
many lunchtimes retrieving footballs and sometimes shoes from 
the forest!  They have also used their own time to support commu-
nity events throughout the year.
We will miss them both very much.

like to return!

Year 5 have had a very busy term!
Year 5 completed their aquaponics project with Farm Urban.  They are currently enjoying the fruits 
of their labour and have made: mint chocolate chip cookies, tomato and basil pasta, tomato and 
basil soup and egg and cress sandwiches.  All of the herbs were grown using their produce pod in 
their classroom.  They are shortly giving a presentation at Daresbury Laboratories on the project and 
discussing their findings. 

OBA CSI Afternoon 
The Year 5 class took part in a forensic afternoon at OBA. They had 
the opportunity to look at a crime scene and discuss what could have 
happened. They all had their finger prints taken and the chance to look 
at blood splattering. The children each came back with a crime scene 
booklet, a forensic coverall and CSI disposable shoes. Mike said: “Windmill Hill is one of the most deprived areas of Weaver Vale and the school has a large 

proportion of pupil premium children and youngsters with SEN needs. 
“In these financially challenging times for schools it’s a tremendous credit to staff, parents and pupils 
that Windmill Hill has been rated Outstanding by Ofsted.
“It was easy to see why too, with the hard work and dedication of staff shining through on my visit, 
while the children were absolutely fantastic as well.”

Kenyon Hall Farm 
The Year 5 class visited Kenyon Hall Farm in Warrington where they learned about the life cycle of 
plants to support their lessons in school and had a tractor ride around the farm.  They were able to 
pick some lovely fruit to take home with them. The following day, the children were given pancakes 
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CREATIVE HEALTH INITIATIVES

It’s been a very busy few months for us at CHI. We are pleased to announce that the work has now 
started on providing Runcorn with its first Changing Spaces disabled toilet and changing facility at 
Phoenix Park Community Cafe. 
The Changing Places Consortium launched its campaign in 2006 on behalf of the over 1/4 of a million 
people who cannot use standard accessible toilets. This includes people with profound and multiple 
learning disabilities, motor neurone disease, multiple sclerosis, cerebral palsy, as well as older people. 
Keep an eye out for our launch event and regular updates on progress via the Windmill Hill Big Local 
Your Community Facebook page: 
https://www.facebook.com/WindmillHillBigLocal/  

Our first ‘Young At Art’ workshop took place on Monday 24th June. This is a three year project with 
Open Eye Gallery and FACT across the Liverpool City Region. Young At Art encourages over 60s to 
engage in a range of artistic and creative activities and help them shape the spaces in which we 
make and use art.  You don’t have to be aged 60 plus to engage and we will welcome anyone with an 
interest in developing their skills along to future meetings. 
To find out more about Young At Art see link below: 
https://openeye.org.uk/projects/young-at-art/

Our regular activities are still taking place at Priory View House and our Women’s Wellbeing group 
for over 50s is now a regular weekly group that brings together ladies from all walks of life to share 
experiences, engage in a range of activities with a healthy lunch provided. The group meets every 
Friday from 10.30 – 3.00  

WINDY HILL PUZZLE PAGE

Puzzle PageCreative Health Initiatives Update

Summer Riddles

SPRING ANSWERS
Riddles

The Windy Wizard

Welcome to puzzle page, you can check your answers in the next 
edition of the Windmill Hill News magazine.

1) The more you take, the more you leave behind. What am I?

2) What word looks the same upside down and backwards?

1) An apple a day, keeps the doctor away.

2) JUST ONE WORD

ACROSS: 2)THE WINDY, 5)NEPTUNE, 6)CURIE, 
7)SOB, 11)ALITA, 12)LIVERPOOL, 13)EVERTON, 
16)GLOVES, 17)HALTON HAVEN, 18)NEW YORK, 
19)MERSEY GATEWAY, 20)WINDMILL HILL, 21)
JEREMIAH, 22)JASON ISAACS. 

DOWN: 1)SAND, 3)NANOMETRE, 4)GREEN, 8)
BALLOON, 9)DARESBURY, 10)HIPPOPOTAMUS, 
14)BLUE, 15)MARVEL.

https://www.facebook.com/WindmillHillBigLocal/
https://openeye.org.uk/projects/young-at-art/
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SNAPPERS & WHCC EVENTS

Activities at WHCC
Come and visit Windmill Hill Children’s Centre and join in 
the fun, with activities, family play time and much more: 

If you would like more information 
about our group or even feel you 
need someone to join you for the 
first time (as i know some people 
find it hard to go along on their 
own to something new) just give 
us a call.
Margaret (714307) 
or  Jackie ( 07982429626)

Have a lovely Summer, 
Margaret Hicks. 

(Pg12 Bottom Right) View from the doorway at Daresbury Church by John Knight.
(Pg12 Bottom Left) Halton Castle by Brian Allan.
(Pg13 Top Left) Anderton Boat Lift by Colin Jackson.

SNAPPERS PHOTOGRAPHY

Hi Everyone, 
Welcome to the latest update on the Snap-
pers which includes a few photos from 
some of the men in our amateur photog-
raphy group. 

In February we went on a visit to the Acton bridge railway 
station which proved to be a bit of a hair-raising experience, 

as we didn’t know the fast freight trains would also be going past.

March took us up to Halton castle, were we took photos of the Historic castle ruins and of course the 
fantastic views.

In April, I booked a Mini bus for a day out to the Anderton Boat Lift, even managing to get a group 
discount on both the transport and the boat lift, making it a really low cost day out. Most of us had 
never been before, and of course the lovely weather helped everyone really enjoyed the day.

Also in Spring, we had a lovely day out at Walton Gardens. The pond was looking particularly stunning, 
a few of us got some great shots of the turtles swimming past.

We usually meet every 2 weeks on a Tueday at Priory view with a view to staying in one week for a 
group discussion, then going out locally the following time, now and again a bit further afield.

Tue 30 JUL 9:30am - 11am Play Days / Parents and children under 5* drop-in. Places limited.
Thu 1 AUG 9:30am - 11:30am Childminders Play Session / Registered childminders and minded chil-
dren drop-in.
Tue 6 AUG 9:30am - 11am Play Days / Parents and children under 5* drop-in. Places limited.
Thu 8 AUG 9:30am - 11:30am Childminders Play Session / Registered childminders and minded chil-
dren drop-in.
Fri 9 AUG 1:30pm - 2:30pm Baby & Me / Parents and babies 4-12 months Drop in. Places limited.
Tue 13 AUG 9:30am - 11am Play Days / Parents and children under 5* drop-in. Places limited.
Wed 14 AUG 11:00am - 2:00pm Windmill Hill ‘Disney’ BBQ / Families with at least one child under 
5 years (Halton Childminders welcome). Drop-in Free Entry. Small Charge for BBQ food. Disney fancy 
dress optional.
Wed  14 AUG 5:00pm - 6:45pm Stop Smoking Sessions / Help and support to stop smoking drop-in.
Thu 15 AUG 9:30am - 11:30am Childminders Play Session / Registered childminders and minded 
children drop-in.
Fri 16 AUG 1:30pm - 2:30pm Baby & Me / Parents and babies 4-12 months Drop in. Places limited.
Tue 20 AUG 9:30am - 11am Play Days / Parents and children under 5* drop-in. Places limited.
Thu 22 AUG 9:30am - 11:30am Childminders Play Session / Registered childminders and minded 
children drop-in.
Fri 23 AUG 1:30pm - 2:30pm Baby & Me / Parents and babies 4-12 months Drop in. Places limited.
Tue 27 AUG 9:30am - 11am Play Days / Parents and children under 5* drop-in. Places limited.
Thu 29 AUG 9:30am - 11:30am Childminders Play Session / Registered childminders and minded 
children drop-in.
Fri 30 AUG 1:30pm - 2:30pm Baby & Me / Parents and babies 4-12 months Drop in. Places limited.




