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If you want to contribute to any future editions
please get in touch! We are happy to promote local
events, businesses and celebrate the achievements
of local talent: news@WindmillHill.online

BIG LOCAL WELCOME

See what’s inside our Spring
Windmill Hill News magazine

Welcome from the Windmill Hill
Big Local Vice Chair Phil Saunders

Find out when the new cafe
at Phoenix Park will be open

Windmill Hill residents can now
get bulky items removed for FREE

Big Local Vice Chair Phil Saunders

Discover how one man’s vision has
helped over a hundred families

Find out which multi gold-winning
medalist trained with the children

See what photoshoots Pixel Perfect
have been doing over Winter

Enjoy the photography group’s
wintery shots of Windmill Hill

Have a go at our locally themed
crossword puzzle and riddles
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Hello and welcome to the 2019 Spring edition of the local Windmill Hill News
magazine! My name is Phil and I’m the Vice Chair of the Windmill Hill Big
Local. I’d like to say how pleased we are about the café reopening its doors.
It’s looking like it could be open for business by the end of April, so let’s hope
the weather plays its part and we have a jam-packed opening ceremony.
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The Big Local have played an integral part in helping to get the venue up and
running again. Thanks to our support, CHI (Creative Health Initiatives) have
managed to secure a long-term lease on the property. So you can expect it
to remain open for many years to come. We wish them all the success in the
future and look forward to them hosting events and activities at the café.
We’ve also got a great deal of events happening in and around the estate
this season, including Easter activities at the church which you can find on page 14. From everyone here at the Big Local
team, we wish you all a great Easter and a super safe Spring!

See what’s going on at St Bert’s
church during the Spring months

Look back at the construction work
undertaken at Norton Priory in 2017

Learn about the NHS 111 service
for when injuries or ailments occur

To apply for a Small Grant of up to £500
or to find out more about the Big Local,
contact Dan Ellis at Groundwork on:
07881 335729 / (01606) 723160
dan.ellis@Groundwork.org.uk
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CHI AT PHOENIX PARK

Update from CHI (Creative Health Initiatives)
New community café at Phoenix Park set to open by Easter
We had some great news in January and were awarded the contract to operate a community café
and activity space at Phoenix Park. This has been a major objective for both CHI and Big Local, who
are funding some of the set up costs. In return for this investment we will be offering Windmill Hill
residents discounts on food and room hire costs. We will also be hosting regular community meals
and activities targeting local residents.
The centre will allow us to develop our remit to improve the areas’ health outcomes by providing
nutritious, affordable food and drinks and also using the space as a focal point for other health based
and community activities.
We understand that the issue of poor health and poor nutrition is complex and that other underpinning issues such as housing, employment, the cost of living, lack of facilities and transport also play a
part. This isn’t something we can solve overnight but hopefully the new café and community space
will start to make a big difference to the lives of local residents.
We would like to thank the Big Local Partnership, Nick Small of Social Impact Consulting (who helped
with our business plan) and all the residents who have supported us over the
past year.
We are hoping to be open by Easter and will be holding a launch event nearer
the time. If you have any ideas for activities you’d like to see being delivered
from the centre please get in touch,
Phil, Sharon and Tanya (CHI directors).
CHI-phoenix@hotmail.com

FLY-TIPPING

The Woodland Trust are clamping
down on Fly-Tipping in 2019
Unfortunately, Windmill Hill is becoming an area of concern for the trust.
The Woodland Trust shared some details about the litter they’d removed from Windmill Hill woods in
2018. It wasn’t good. Here are some of the items that had been dumped in our woods:
• 237 Bags of Litter Collected
• 10 x Rolls of Carpet
• 4 x House Doors
• 3 x Sofa Bed and Sofas
• 3 x Mattresses
• 2 x Bed Frames
• 2 x Fridge Freezers
• 2 x Plastic Garden Chairs
• 2 x Xmas Trees
• 1 x Microwave
• 1 x TV
• 1 x Dining Table and Chairs
• 1 x Computer desk
• 1 x Rabbit Hutch
• 1 x Childs Cot
• 1 x Shopping Trolley
• Children’s Plastic Toys
• Garden Waste
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Tell your friends and neighbours, it’s available to everyone on the estate. This service is limited to one
pick up per household, within that pick up you can have up to 3 bulky items removed. Just contact CHI
(Creative Health Initiatives) and either Phil, Sharon or Tanya will help you sort out the rest. You can call
the office at Priory View on 773668 or 07703 963755.
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Recognise any of these items? If so, you may be interested to know that thanks to Big Local funding,
all Windmill Hill residents can now get bulky items removed for FREE.
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LOCAL PHILANTHROPIST

LOCAL PHILANTHROPIST

Local business man turned Philanthropist
Over the last 5 years, more
than a hundred families
throughout the borough
have received a welcome
Xmas Hamper at their door,
all thanks to a generous
gentleman that grew up on
Windmill Hill, his wife and a
dedicated team.

On the morning of delivery, they all meet up at
the Windmill pub to sort the produce into evenly
distributed hampers, before hand-delivering them
personally. Asked if he can see an improvement in
residents lives over the last half a decade since
running the operation, the anonymous benefactor behind the voluntary organization said:

In a time of austerity, too
many families are finding it
more and more difficult to
be able to provide for themselves and their loved ones.
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For many residents living
paycheck
to
paycheck,
including young parents with
children and the elderly, this
is a reality often faced and
can often have a domino
effect, an overdue bill, an
unwanted bank charge, it all
adds up when you’re living
on the breadline.

Food is kindly donated by the team, local residents and businesses.

“I’d like to say things are improving, but unfortunately for a lot of families it seems to be
getting worse. This year’s been the year were
we’ve really seen how dire it is for some people,
especially the elderly. People from Windmill
Hill are the salt of the Earth and always stick
together, especially when times are tough. I’d
like to thank everyone who’s helped out over
the years, including local residents and busi- The team delivered 30 hampers last December.
nesses, it’s really been a team effort. If we’ve
managed to make one family’s Christmas that bit better, it’s been a success in my eyes.”
Along with his wife, his daughter is also a vital member of the team and has been since the age of six.
Now ten years old, she assists with evenly distributing the hampers and helping her dad to deliver
them on time, clearly altruism runs in the family.
Having just finished their fifth consecutive year, were 30 families benefitted, the team are now looking
to their next campaign and intend on providing more of that much needed support. As was initially
intended, the team’s main focus is still towards supporting residents on Windmill HIll. However, last
year saw them branch out of the estate and extend their helping hand to other vulnerable people in
Halton too. It has without a doubt been a very successful operation, providing assistance for those
who are finding it most difficult to look after their loved ones.

Volunteers at the Windy helping to distribute the hampers.

Older residents that don’t have a support network behind them are often the most vunerable, fighting
to get out of a never-ending abyss of missed bills and debt.
The hampers started back in 2014, when a local business man decided to do something about it.
Knowing how difficult it was for some people and caring about their plight, both he and his wife
started the benevolent venture by creating two hampers for people that had the misfortune of finding
themselves in financial difficulty.

One family that had been stuck with a family credit situation were left with no electricity or gas. Along
with a hamper, they were also given a cash donation to help ease the unfortunate circumstances
they’d found themselves in.
A great deal of families find themselves struggling financially over the festive period, and with the
extra pressure that can bring, it’s comforting to know that there are some good people out there
doing their best to help. If you’re interested in contributing to this year’s Xmas Hamper campaign, you
can contact the Big Local and we’ll be sure to pass on your details to this fantastic team of volunteers.
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It’s only too easy to get
caught-up in a downwardspiral due to the rising cost
of living, stagnated wages,
a late paycheck or money
you’re entitled to not arriving
on time.

Given the level of deprivation, he knew that there were more people that could do with them. Being
well connected within the community, he reached out to local businesses, associates and friends for
support. By the end of the first Xmas, they’d amassed a small team of volunteers and managed to
deliver 15 hampers across Windmill Hill to homes that needed them most.
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Winter Update
Chester Zoo
We finished the autumn term
with a trip to Chester Zoo for
the whole school. It was a
lovely day and everyone had a
great time. Despite the heavy
rain earlier in the week, the
sun (and the animals) made an
appearance.
Visitors
This term, we had lots of visitors
in school. Everyone commented
on the children’s behaviour and
manners and that they are a credit to our school.
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Panto
We started off the Spring Term with a panto. A Panto Production company
came in to school and performed Peter Pan. There was lots of audience participation - some of the teachers even danced to Baby Shark!
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Islamic Workshop
In January, we welcomed Imran Kotwal to our school. Imran worked with the children and showed
them artefacts from the Islam faith and explained what they are used for. All of the children were very
polite and courteous to Imran who enjoyed his visit so much that he would like to return!
Author Visit
Simon Adepetun, who wrote The Bee Hive, visited our school in March for
World Book Day. The local author spent time with each class reading extracts
from his book and explaining how he started writing. Some children purchased
his signed book and everyone really enjoyed the day.
The Mayor and Mayoress of Halton
The Mayor and Mayoress of Halton came to assembly to present a certificate

LOCAL SCHOOLS

to Class 2 and Class 4 for taking
part in the campaign to ‘10
Million Steps with The Mayor
of Halton’. Our classes achieved
over 600,000 thousand steps
and raised over £30.00. This
money will be split between
two charities – The Widnes
Fellowship Centre & Widnes
and Runcorn Carner Support
Group.
School Nurse
The school nurse came to coffee
morning after Celebration
Assembly one week to meet
the parents. She was available
to discuss any concerns parents
had about their child’s development. Several parents took the
time to speak to the nurse who
was able to offer some advice.

Olympic hero and multi gold-winning medalist Beth Tweddle
Our gymnastics team were extremely impressed after superstar Beth Tweddle popped in to say hello and help out with their
training. The former three-time world champion was brilliant with
the children and loved seeing them perform gymnastics.
Art Exhibition
Once again, we took part in the art exhibition at the Shopping City.
Our display was based around the book ‘The Bear and the Piano’.
All of the children got involved with creating the pieces for the
display and there were bears all over the school! The display is
now safely back at school where everyone can enjoy it.

Farm Urban
Year 5 visited Farm Urban in
Liverpool. This trip was organised by Daresbury Laboratories.
Education and outreach are central themes of Farm Urban. They work
with schools and organisations across the North West to introduce the
concept of urban farming and find interesting ways to reconnect people
with their food. They take a practical approach to education, challenging people to
get hands-on and
think creatively
to design, build
and use their own
systems and grow,
eat and enjoy
their own-grown
food.
It was a very interesting day for the
children.
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PIXEL PERFECT

PIXEL PERFECT

Pixel Perfect would like to thank everyone
for their support over the past year, we
have had a fantastic year hosting free photo
shoots for all of the community.

Santa, with a note about if the parents were able to obtain the item. The reason for this is because
sometimes children ask for the impossible and Santa could then explain that he may not be able to do
it. The children would then choose a new item, fortunately for us none of the children asked for real
dinosaurs or unicorns. That did make Santa’s job easier.

Among the events we have done an ‘Easter’
shoot, a ‘Back to School’ shoot and a ‘Generations’ shoot, we have done a few more
but these were the favourite amongst the
community. For anyone who doesn’t know
Pixel Perfect is a photography community group, we began the group to be able to provide photoshoots for all with costs for all pockets.

This reassurance is something we feel is needed to keep the whole experience fun and calm for
everyone, we also want all the children
regardless of needs to feel welcome
and comfortable.

On the 22nd December, we hosted a Christmas event at St Berteline’s Church. Inside the church
we had a grotto set up with an amazing Santa waiting to meet all the children who attended. We
had several activities set up for the children to complete whilst waiting, these activities included
decorating your own biscuits, writing a letter for Santa, make your own reindeer dust and more. We
offered on the day printing for everyone, where everyone received a free print per child and extras
prints were available also.

10

Some parents made us aware of their
children’s additional needs, as parents
ourselves to an additional needs
child, we know how important it is to
make amendments to suit each child,
which we will always strive to do, to
us nothing is impossible for any family
or child and we are happy to adjust
where appropriate for each family. We
made sure this information was added
for Santa, with any special instructions.
We also added information about
what the children had requested from

Many parents thanked us for having put this on so local and for a reasonable price of £5 per child/£2.50
for under 1’s (this included the personalised experience, a present from Santa, a free picture and all
the activities available).
Parents have already requested us to host a Christmas event this year and our Santa is ready to begin
planning, a bit early I would say but Santa is always preparing and watching.

Over 40 children visited Santa at the grotto in St Bert’s.

None of this would have been possible without the support of
Windmill Hill’s Big Local, who funded the project and supported
it in its fullest. It also would not have been possible without the
support, generosity and feedback from the community, you are
the main factor in all of this. The more you attend our events and
offer us feedback, the more events we can provide and the more
we can learn.
Our sole aim of the group is to provide low cost prints for every
family and fun events for the children to attend. In the future we
will be hosting many more events all based around the seasonal
holidays, keep your eyes open for any advertisements about them.
If you see us at any events please come and ask us about what is
coming up or what we offer. You can also email Pixel Perfect at:
PixelPerfectWindmillHill@gmail.com

WINDMILL HILL NEWS • ISSUE 11 • SPRING 2019

WINDMILL HILL NEWS • ISSUE 11 • SPRING 2019

Santa Claus was fabulous to work
with, he was charming, funny, and
very enthusiastic about the role. He
requested that we got some little bits
of information about the children
beforehand, so he could make the
experience personal to each child, this
made it very magical. Many children
were mesmorised by Santa and it was
amazing to see how happy they were.

No child was forced to see or talk to
Santa, however even children who
were scared to meet Santa, did it with
ease and enjoyed the experience. 27
families attended the event, with 38
(42 including our own children and a
couple of on the day extras) children
visiting Santa. Each one came out with
a huge smile and excitement for Christmas. The smiles on the children’s faces was the highlight of the
day and what makes what we do worthwhile.
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SNAPPERS PHOTOGRAPHY

Hi Everyone,
My name is Margaret Hicks I am a local
resident that helps to run the Windmill
Snappers Amateur Photography Group.
In this update I would like to get across
about ‘DISABILITY AWARENESS’. Our group
already has members with sight, hearing, and mobility problems. We help each other when we can. If you are interested in photography or would just like to take up a new hobby/interest, then please give us a call. I
would just like to point out that we are not a walking group as such, we always go to places with seats
so members with mobility problems can have a rest. You don’t
even need a camera to start with,
our new members often use their
phones.

WINDY HILL PUZZLE PAGE

Our new Puzzle Page
Welcome to this new feature, you can check your answers in the
Summer edition of the Windmill Hill News magazine.

Spring Riddles
1) A doctor and a bus driver were both in love with the same
person, a poet called Dave. The bus driver had to go on a long
bus trip for a week. Before she left, she gave Dave 7 apples. Why?
2) Re-arrange the letters, O O U S W T D N E J R.
To spell just one word.

Finally, I think it is very important
we try and reach out to disabled
people on the estate, who may
even need a bit of encouragement to get involved. If you are in
a wheelchair but can still manage
to get out we can arrange to go
out locally sometimes to include
you.
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I hope you all enjoyed your new
calendars, have a happy, healthy
Spring.
Kind regards,
Margaret.
(Pg12 Top Right) Spider’s web on
a frosty day.
(Pg12 Bottom Left) Norton Water
Tower when snow has fallen, by
Margaret Hicks.
(Pg13 Top Left) Crocus at Norton
Priory, by Jackie Fernandes.
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If you would like more information about Snappers, you can
call Margaret (714307) or Jackie
(07982429626).
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CHURCH ACTIVITIES

LOOKING BACK

Looking Back
In this edition’s Looking Back
feature, we revisit the construction
work undertaken at Norton Priory
Museum during 2016 and 2017.
The museum is FREE for Windmill Hill residents.

WINDMILL HILL NEWS • ISSUE 11 • SPRING 2019

WINDMILL HILL NEWS • ISSUE 11 • SPRING 2019

You can keep up-to-date with all groups, activities and events at the church by visiting their website:
StBertsChurch.org.uk
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