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WINDMILL HILLNEWS

Big Local Chair Irene Bramwell 

 BIG LOCAL WELCOME

If you want to contribute to any future editions 
please get in touch! We are happy to promote local 
events, businesses and celebrate the achievements 
of  local talent:  news@WindmillHill.online

Hello and welcome to the 2018 Sum-
mer edition of the Windmill Hill News 
magazine! My name is Irene Bramwell, 
I am the new chair of the Windmill Hill 
Big Local. On behalf of myself, the rest 
of the Big Local partnership and the 
wider community, I’d just like to thank 
former chair Mike Shepherd for his hard 
work and commitment he has shown 
countless times for our community. 

He’ll be stepping down as chair to enjoy more time with his family, he will 
remain with the partnership, as he has done since it began many years ago. 
So everyone, the summer’s here at last and wasn’t it worth the wait. Record-

To apply for a Small Grant of up to £500 
or to find out more about the Big Local, 
contact Dan Ellis at Groundwork on: 

07881 335729 / (01606) 723160

dan.ellis@Groundwork.org.uk

highs across our region, make sure you’re putting plenty of sun cream on those kids! The Windmill Hill Big Local has been 
busy sorting the ‘Big 2 Weeks’ of events coming up between July the 28th and the 10th of August. There are plenty of 

activities for everyone to get involved with, see the centre page spread for a brief 
synopsis of events for the Big 2 Weeks, see our website’s new ‘What’s On’ page 
for a complete list of events on anytime in and around the estate. Of course the 
Big Local have been up to a lot more things during spring. We’ve also been sup-
porting local residents, groups, clubs and organisations (see left inset image). 
We’ve helped to build a new community allotment space for the estate (see page 
15) and actively engaging residents for their views on all matters related to our 
wonderful Windmill Hill, we will be holding one such campaign in September, so 
expect a call from the Big Local team then. We hope you enjoy the 
read and the list of summer activities to come, bye!

Phoenix Park Accessibility Play Area
The award winning park will see more accessible play equipment 
for children of all ages and abilities, all thanks to funding from a 
variety of sources, including WREN’s FCC Community Action Fund, 
Halton Council, Windmill Hill Big Local and Tesco.

Part of the new equipment installed will be a multi-activity play 
unit with ramped access, swings with a variety of seats, a flush-
floor roundabout, a see-saw with extra-supportive seats, a 
ground-level trampoline and a sensory interactive play train are 
among the improvements.

Unfortunately, the children’s play area of the park will remain closed for safety reasons during the construction work.

The children’s play area of the Green Flag Awarded Phoenix Park will reopen again in July. 
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COMMUNITY AWARDS RECYLCLING INFORMATION

Recycling Awareness Guide
Halton Borough Council has taken a roadshow around the borough to encourage people to use the right bins for the right 
waste. It comes on the back of a campaign to get people to recycle more.

Recycle Right Campaign was run in partnership with Veolia and MRWA. The aim being to engage with as many residents 
as possible to encourage using the right bin for the right waste.

The staff were also keen to encourage the use of Household Waste Centres for other items such as aerosols, tetra packs 
etc rather than putting them into the domestic bin.

Waste officers recently launched a new campaign to help boost Halton’s recycling rate by up to 3,000 tonnes per year of 

Residents on Windmill Hill can also get free Bulky Waste 
Collections if they book them through CHI, you can email 
them or drop into Priory View for more information:
shar-chi@hotmail.com

materials for recycling or reuse that might otherwise go to waste.

The ‘Little Known Items’ campaign is targeting materials that people 
may be unaware can be taken to one of the Council’s Recycling 
Centres, such as takeaway coffee cups, hard plastics, batteries, books, 
textiles and small electrical appliances.

Information leaflets will be handed out to visitors at Recycling Centres 
over the next month, and banners will be on site promoting the 
initiative.

Councillor Stef Nelson, Halton Borough Council’s Executive Board 
Members for Environmental Services said: “As well as delivering 
environmental benefits, financial savings can be achieved if we 
maximise the reuse or recycling of waste materials or unwanted items.

“Every pound we spend disposing of materials that could be recycled 
or reused can’t be spent on providing more important services for 
members of our local community.

“This campaign will be really important in highlighting to 
householders how they can make the best use of the Council’s 
Household Waste Recycling Centres”.

The Recycling Centres, which are open seven days a week, 
are located on Johnson’s Lane in Widnes and Picow Farm 
Road in Runcorn. They accept all sorts of household materials 
for recycling, from cans and cardboard, through to wood, 
mattresses and white goods. 

Look out for your ‘Kerbside Recycling Guide’ from Halton 
Council dropping through your door in the near future.

Bulky Waste Collections

Nominating a person for a Community Award

To nominate someone simply 
complete the form overleaf 
giving details of who and why you 
are nominating them.
Please return your nomination 
form by Friday 17th August 2018.
A panel of judges will assess each 
nomination.  The judges’ decision 
is final and cannot be challenged.

Winners will be notified on or 
before Friday 31st August 2018

If you have any questions please 
contact Jane on 0151 708 2410 
or email 
Jane.Smith@Onward.co.uk 

Do you know a Windmill Hill resident who has a heart of gold?

Why not nominate them for a Big Local Community Award?

We have 3 award categories:

Heart of Gold Award – For residents who give their time and support to help people in their community or demon-
strates kindness and consideration towards their neighbours. Perhaps they have supported someone during a particularly 
challenging time or often volunteer and advocate on behalf of others.

Youth Award - To celebrate accomplishments of a young person in areas of academic achievement, volunteering, is a 
young carer, involvement in community/environmental projects, or outstanding achievements in arts, sports, dance, 
music, writing or drama.
There are two age groups. Up to 11 and 11 – 25.

Outstanding Achievement Award - Given to those living or working on Windmill Hill who have delivered outstanding 
commitment for a period of time as an individual or a member or lead of a community group.
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PIXEL PERFECT

Pixel Perfect is a Windmill Hill group made up of 
3 local residents, each dedicated to offering studio 
quality photographs for families, regardless of their 
budget. We believe everyone deserves a chance 
to have a great family photo in their home, you 
could be earning millions or you could be earning 
pennies, it doesn’t matter to us. The only reason 
we can offer this service is thanks to the help of Big 
Local, they supplied us with the equipment to offer 
this service for Windmill Hill residents. Are you 
always complaining that you’re not photogenic? 

Can you never seem to get your child to sit still long enough to take a good photograph? It doesn’t matter, with the right 
creativity and a bit of patience you could have that perfect photograph that can sit on your wall, desk or mantel piece for 
a lifetime. So far we have already done two photoshoots, we’ve had a great time doing them both. 

On the first photoshoot, we had children sit in front of a fantasy backdrop as they met Ralph the Easter Bunny, everyone 
had a great day and the parents had their pictures by Easter. The next photoshoot was a force to be reckoned with, the 
May the 4th Star Wars shoot was exciting, kids flinging lightsabres around wearing Jedi and Sith robes, we caught all the 
action though and digitally edited the lightsabres to make them look like the real deal. Best of all, both of these photo-
shoots were free, zero cost for the shoot or the images, they got emailed out, with the option for low cost prints.

Currently we have 2 more photoshoots in the works and we are pleased to say they will be free again with the low cost 
prints available, ‘Picnic in the Park’ will take place in Phoenix Park near the Urban Café on the 21st of July, 11am until 
5pm. There is nothing better than an outside picture for families, we will have blankets, teddies and toys, so we can get 
some great shots that will last a lifetime. 

Shortly after that on the 30th of August we will be doing a ‘Back2School Session’, bring your kids in their brand new 
uniform before they go back to school. More information on this one shortly but save the date

Have you got a party, wedding coming up or even want a special shoot e.g. Cake Smash why net get in touch, we offer low 
cost booking for Windmill Hill residents, you can reach us on our Facebook page: @PixelPerfectWindmillHill 

Starting on the 6th of September, we will also be hosting a 32 week photography course at Priory View Community 
House in Lockgate West, call in to Priory View anytime for more information about Pixel Perfect or any future events or 
courses we’re running.
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LOCAL SCHOOLS

To celebrate our love of reading, the 
whole school dressed up as their 
favourite character.  Even the staff 
have their favourites.

World Book Day

Keeping Safe in our School

The Snap Trap
Created to raise awareness of e-safety 
and highlight the potential dangers of 
smart technology.  A theatre company 
(2engage) presented an interactive 
show which Year 6 took part in.  “The 
Snap Trap” conveyed a powerful and 
memorable message to highlight the 
dangers of smart technology.

In our school, we are committed to keeping our children safe.  This term Year 5 
attended the annual Crucial Crew event in Select Stadium.

By making the links between a number of different agencies and education, 
Crucial Crew aims to teach children in a fun and interactive way to: -

• Become more aware of personal safety. 
• Make a contribution to crime prevention. 
• Avoid being a victim of crime. 
• Know what to do in an emergency. 
• Foster good citizenship. 
• Actively contribute to their health.

The Royal Wedding On Friday 18th May we held a street themed picnic on the school field to celeb rate 
the marriage of Prince Harry and Meghan Markle.  The children dressed up in all 

We continue to work with 
our local PCSO.  Georgie 
Griffiths worked with Year 
3 children about people 
who can help us.  The chil-
dren thoroughly enjoyed 
getting dressed up in 
different costumes and 
enacting the roles of people who can help us in our community.

their finery and put many of the special guests at Windsor Castle to shame.  We even had a visit from the Queen herself!

School Trips

Music

Sports

LOCAL SCHOOLS

Our talented musicians performed at our 
Celebration Assembly.  They will play for 

Year 5 thoroughly enjoyed making their own pizzas at Frankie and Benny’s. We definitely have 
several chefs in the making. Year 3 enjoyed their residential visit to Fox Howl in Delamere Forest. 

Activities included pond dipping, orienteering and the night was finished off with a sing song around the campfire while 
toasting marshmallows. -Congratulations to Sofia for winning “Stop the Drop”. This is a campaign to warn people of the 
dangers of throwing objects from bridges.  The prize was a day out at Oulton Park and she even got to meet Jason Plato.

World Cup Festival
To keep in the spirit of the World Cup, we held a football festival 

Premier Sports
Premier Sports have delivered exciting and stimulating lessons to all of our children, both in school and out of school 
hours.  Activities have included mini tennis, kwik cricket and rounders, mini athletics and net and wall games. We are 
pleased that they will continue to excite our children next year.

a wider audience at The Foundry later this term. Year 
2 took part in the Annual Infant Music Festival at The 
Heath. The topic this year was Super Scientists.

on the school field.  The children learned some new football skills taught by our 
local football hero, Colin Powell.
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LOCAL PHOTOGRAPHY

Hi everyone, 
Welcome to the latest update 
on our group in the Windmill 
Hill News magazine. 

I’m Margaret Hicks, and 
alongside Jackie Fernandes we run the photography group 
together. We meet every 2 weeks at Priory View Community 
House in Lockgate West every Tuesday between 11am and 
1pm, with a view to staying in one week to discuss photog-
raphy and choose where we would like to go out the next 
time we meet. 

If you feel you would like to give it a try come along, you 
don’t even have to have a camera, a few members use their 

Windmill Snappers Amateur Photography Group

camera phone and still get some really good photo’s. 

I recently organised a canal boat trip so we could do 
waterways photography (something a bit different). This was 
also to make it easier for members with mobility problems, 
meaning they could sit and relax and take photos. 

We went out on June the 19th stopping at the London Bridge 
pub in Stockton Heath for lunch. Everyone enjoyed the day 
so much, they want me to book it again in September. 

We are currently working on the next calendar as we go, so 
it is ready by October, as we have a chance to sell some and 
raise funds for the group. We also have other fundraising 
ideas going on. Finally, thanks to Big Local for supporting us 

and giving us the oppor-
tunity to purchase prints 
and frames which are 
currently going up on 
display at Priory View. 

If you would like to know 
more information about 
our group and you are 
over 18 years old, you can 
contact myself, Margaret 
on 01928 717727 or Jackie 
on 07982 429626.  

(Image left) Bouquet of Flowers’ by Jackie Fernandes

(Image right top) Snappers day out along the canal. 

(Image right middle) Sandra Kirkham steering the barge. 

(Image right bottom) Canal bridge reflections.

LOOKING BACK

Looking Back 
And finally, we end this issue looking back at the construction of the new community allotment area, which was built 
thanks to the hard work of the strong volunteer community we have here on the estate.

The allotment is now being utilised by people from Windmill Hill to grow all sorts of fresh vegetables. Local resident Su-
hashini Sinha had this to say: “The plots are looking really good now  - the Radishes are coming up a treat”.




